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Crowning of May Queen and King 2015
Saturday 23rd May

Meet at 6.00pm in the church car park

We will meet for a colourful procession
through the village,

then return for the grand crowning ceremony
followed by dancing round the Maypole and

refreshments.

Come and share a happy
family occasion
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A TALE OF TWO FRIENDS AND A NAME

By Major General P G Williams CMG OBE
Formerly Coldstream Guards

 My father, Colonel George Torquil Gage Williams, was born
in New Zealand in 1920.  As a child he was unable to pronounce
properly the name that his parents wanted to call him - ‘Torquil’ –
and the best that he could manage was ‘Toots’ and so that is how
he remained throughout his life.

 As children we were often reminded by him that he was
called Torquil in memory of his own father’s best friend and fellow
Cornishman, Torquil Bolitho.  All that we knew about this mysteri-
ous man was that he and our grandfather, John Gage Williams,
had served together in the 19th Hussars in the Great War and that
each man had promised the other that if one of them was killed,
the survivor would name his son after his dead friend.

Second Lieutenant John Gage Williams in 1913
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 My grandfather, known as ‘Gage’, was born in 1893 and
was educated at Harrow and at the Royal Military College Sand-
hurst, where he won the prestigious ‘Saddle’ competition.   From
there he was commissioned into the 19th Hussars in 1913 and
went on to serve in France in late 1914 and on into 1915, at which
point he was badly wounded and may well have suffered from
shellshock too.

He spent the rest of the First World War and much of the 1920s
there before finally returning to Cornwall with his Kiwi wife and two
children.  He was called back in to the Army at the start of the
Second World War and was killed in a road accident in early 1943
while serving on the staff of the Home Guard headquarters in
Plymouth.
About fifteen years ago I rang my father on my return from a visit
to the Menin gate:

 “Daddy, we’ve found Torquil Bolitho.”

“I thought he was dead!”

 “Yes, he is.  But his name is on the 19th Hussars
panel on the Menin Gate.”

“How did you discover that?”

 “It was on the Commonwealth War Graves
 Commission website.”

“What’s a website?”

 “It’s on the internet, Daddy.”

“Where is this ‘internet thing’?  Is it somewhere in the sky?”

 Pause.  “Yes, you’ve got it in one!”

           May they all rest in peace.
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Pretty Committee AGM

The Pretty Committee Annual General Meeting was held in the Kings Arms on 25th Feb-
ruary 2015. Twelve out of fifteen members were present.

The President opened the proceedings by asking all members to be upstanding and in
accordance with long established traditions proposed the official toast, “To Singapore”
to which all members responded. The President then reminded those present of our only
rule which states that under no circumstances shall the AGM last more than ten minutes,
preferably five.

He welcomed a new member , Mr Roger Wybrough, who then took the oath of office,
the President offering the immortal words, ‘Open your wallet and say after me, “help
yourself.” Once installed new members are appointed to the honourable position of ap-
prentice dogsbody and immediately become eligible for pay, sick pay and pension bene-
fits.

The Secretary was asked for the minutes of the previous meeting. Mr Johns stated that,
having slaved away last year over the minutes only to have them eaten by Mr David
Hones dog, he was blowed if he was going to write any more. To the evident disappoint-
ment of all members, without minutes there could be no matters arising, such an enthral-
ling part of any meeting as any experienced committee member will tell you.

The Treasurer was asked for his report. Mr Williams said that we had had an excellent
year. He had decided that it would be prudent to invest in government bonds and with
that financial astuteness for which treasurers and bankers are renowned the world over,
had selected Greek government bonds. We now owned 10,000,000 of them and, all
things being equal and if the Greek government follows its usual dextrous path we might
well receive as much as £3 when the bonds mature in 2018.

Next on the agenda was the appointment of officers. The President asked if anyone else
wished to assume that august position. There was the usual sharp intake of breath as all
members took one pace to the rear in case they were proposed. A hasty suggestion was
made that all officers be reappointed en bloc and this was agreed before the President
could do much about it. It was agreed that the President should be renamed the CEO to
ensure that he would be able to retire with an enormous golden handshake.

No AGM would be complete without an ode from Mr Harry Sales - (we figured he owed
us one) Mr Sales duly delivered his ode, which was well received as was evidenced by
the customary round of applause. (Printed elsewhere)

The CEO then called for any other business. After allowing a pause for consideration of
at least two seconds, he said that as there was clearly no other business, the meeting was
closed.

David Carpenter CEO
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Harry Sales 2015
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The Public Library in Morrab Road
Opening Times are:
Monday to Friday   09:00 – 17:00
Saturday    10:00 – 13:00

“There is more treasure in books than in all the pirate's loot on
Treasure Island”.
    Walt Disney

Giving Shop.
The Giving Shop is moving back to the Shop near Iceland where they
opened.
They will be there from Monday May 4th.
Please call in and support them
Giving Shop is open 10am – 4pm Monday to Saturday.

Regular Programmes
Sewing Bee – Mondays 10am – 4pm
Knit ‘N Natter – Saturdays 10am – 12 noon

Computer Courses
Contact the Shop to find out more or book a place
Usually Tuesdays
10.30am –12.30pm Laptops for Level 1
1.30pm – 3.30pm Ipads, Hudls, Tablets

Contact details: Shop 01736 448131

(NB The bus timetable is the same until 28th Sept 2015)
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Monteverdi’s Vespers – John Dancy.

In Holy Week I listened to a BBC programme on Monteverdi’s
Vespers.  Until then I had only vaguely heard of him, and couldn’t
have said when and where he lived (answer around 1600 AD,
northern Italy, culminating as Director of Music at St. Mark’s,
Venice).  To musicians he is venerated as the man who freed
church music from the shackles of plainsong, introducing
“modernist” features from the theatre and other secular contexts.
But I had never consciously heard a note of his (ground-breaking,
as I now learn) Vespers and other works.

That’s all rather long-winded
and forgettable.  But the
experience of the music itself
simply bowled me over.  Till
then I had always thought
that, as a vehicle of musical
expression, the human voice
was not in the same class as
many orchestral instruments.
Now I know better.  John
Phillpotts, who has kindly
welcomed me to sing in his
(Methodist) choir, forgave me
for past insensitivities when I

told him of my conversion to Monteverdi.  He explained that the
actual choir the BBC had collected was made up of world class
singers, which of course helped.  But for me the experience was
one that remained nothing less than a reorientation of my life.
I had of course read phrases like “the food of love” and “the
music of the spheres”.  Only now did I see how far they fell short
of the reality.  The nearest I can get to it in words is that music is
the language of all exaltation, especially of love, both human and
divine.
Thank you, Signor Monteverdi!
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COMMUNITY OUTREACH GROUP
The May meeting will be held on

Wednesday 13th May 2015
In the CHURCH HALL, PAUL at 2.30pm

JOHN HARRY
Will give an illustrated talk entitled

PLACES IN AND AROUND St. JUST
REFRESHMENTS
ALL WELCOME

PAUL PARISH REGISTERS

Christian Funeral – “Underneath are the Everlasting Arms”

10th April 2015 Lottie May Smith
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SPECIAL SERVICES IN MAY

May 10th Rogation Service Mousehole Chapel at 11am
We are maintaining the tradition of the two Christian Congregations in the
Community joining together for worship on Rogation Sunday which this year
takes place on May 10th. The title rogation comes from the theme of the
special prayer set for this day which is asking as the Latin word for to ask is
rogare.
The custom grew in Medieval times of the priest and congregation processing
outside during the service. Prayers were said literally in the fields as a way of
ASKING God to bless the newly sown crops in the soil. In our community the
focus is not on agriculture but on the fishing industry and so at our Rogation
Sunday service special prayers are said for the fisherman of our area and for
their safety and for the fruitfulness of their work.
The chapel is always beautifully decorated with a marine theme with flags and
penants from local boats. It is worth coming just to enjoy the display alone !!

Thursday May 14th Ascension Day at 7.30 am at St Pol de Leon
Prayers at the top and bottom of St Pol de Leon tower to celebrate the
ascension of Jesus. St Luke tells us that for after He rose from the dead  on
Easter Day Jesus spent time with his friends and then on the 40th Day he
went up a mountain with them and was then parted from their sight by a cloud.
No mountains in Penwith and so instead we plan to climb the church tower to
celebrate this day. All welcome either to ascend the heights literally OR just
spiritually !!

May 17th  at 10.30am at St Mary's Penzance Penlee Cluster Service
Four times a year the four churches in our Cluster join to worship together. On
Sunday May 17th we will be at St Mary's Penzance. It will be a special
service celebrating Christ In GloryThe congregatons will be joined by members
of the St Mary’s Church School. If you would like a lift to this service please
contact Andrew so it can be arranged

Sunday May 24 th at St Pol de Leon Centenary Commemoration of the
Battles of Ypres and the Dardenelles
The iconic East window in St Pol de Leon is a memorial to Torquil Bolitho who
was killed at the Battle of Ypres on May 24th 1915  the central figure is Sir
Galahad, one of the Knights of King Arthur's Round Table, who was renowned
as the archetypal soldier. The image of the face in the stained glass is that of
the young man himself so it makes a powerful tribute.
To the left of the window is a plaque which commemorates his cousin who was
drowned when his ship was sunk in the Battle of Gallipoli on May 16 th 1915
just a week or apart. On this same plaque is also listed the names of five



15

sailors from Paul and Mousehole who also perished on HMS Goliath. - John
Thomas Blewett, Mark Hallo Wallis, Richard Worth Wallis, Charles Everett
Richards and William Gilbert Harry

So we have decided to make our service on May  24th a commemoration of all
those named on the Window and plaque. We are especially keen if possible to
invite their descendants who may be living locally to attend the service. IF
YOU ARE OR KNOW OF ANY RELATIVES OF. PLEASE CONTACT
ANDREW YATES ASAP. Tel 01736 367863. Email srotruro@btinternet.com

In the Church's Calendar this is the Day of Pentecost or Whitsunday. The bible
reading for that day  tells of people from all around the known world gathering
in Jerusalem and being brought together by the sending of God's Holy Spirit. A
Spirit that elsewhere we hear of as the bringer of Love Joy and Peace. All very
appropriate gifts to be celebrating on this occasion.
I hope you will be able to join us there.
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St Pol de Leon Services

May 3rd 8.30 am 1662 Communion. 10.30 am Worship For All for Arts and
Crafts 100
6 pm Evensong

May 10th 8.30am 1662 Communion 11 am Joint Worship at Mousehole Chap-
el for Rogation. 6 pm Taize Worship

May 14th 7.30 am Ascension Day Celebration at Top and/or Bottom of the
Tower

May 17th 8.30am 1662 Communion. 10.30am Cluster Worship at St Mary's
Penzance 6 pm Evensong

May 24 th 8.30 am 1662 Communion 10.30am Worship For All for WW1 Cen-
tenary Commemoration. 6 pm Evensong

May 31st. 8.30 am 1662 Communion 10.30 am Sung Communion for Trinity
Sunday 6pn Evensong

June 7th 8.30 am 1662 Communion 10.30 am Worship For All 6 pm Evensong
The Wednesday Morning Holy Communions will return to church fro
May 6th onwards at the new time of 10am.

Coming Soon at Paul
Sunday June 14th. 6 pm CHIN's Annual Service
CHIN is the Christian Helpline In Newlyn and offers volunteer services to peo-
ple in the local community and especially its transport service to hospital and
surgeries.
Paul has been asked to host this year's service so they will be joining us for
our regular monthly Taize worship.

Sunday June 21 St 6 pm Friends of Penlee Cluster Churches Annual Service
and AGM
This year's AGM of the Friends of Penlee Cluster Churches will take place at
St Pol de Leon on June 21st after Evensong

Methodist Services.
Sunday 3rd May at 11am - Rev S Bales - sacrament
Sunday 10th May  at 11am - Mrs L Stevens
Sunday 17th May at 11am -  Miss B Crowder
Sunday  24th May at 11am - Mr J Bennetts
Sunday  31st May at 11am - Mrs J Bales.
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SHREE NAVAJYOTI THAM SECONDARY SCHOOL
Parbat District, Dhaulagiri near Pokhara, Nepal

Project to build Four Classrooms

A few years ago we fundraised to
build a school in rural Nepal. When
we started it was a small primary
school a 10 kilometre walk from the
nearest town.  It is now thriving with
3 teachers and about 70 children,
due largely to the enthusiastic
support from the people of Paul and
Mousehole with help from Penwith
One Percenters and the Rotary Club
of Mounts Bay.

About a year ago we had a cry for help from another school, this time a
larger secondary school and the Rotary Club decided to take up the
challenge. This school was established in July 1998 and has over 300
students and 17 teaching staff. 11 of these are paid by the government
and 6 from donations and villagers’ contributions. The school takes all
tribes and castes living locally and some financial help is given to dalit
(lower caste) children, all girl students, mentally and physically
handicapped children and particularly talented children.

The school has a catchment area
covering 5 villages.  School
resources include 9 computers
(with internet), a library, electricity,
drinking water, toilets and a
teachers’ room. There are 10 year
grades and 60% of the children
pass the School Leaving Certificate
taken in the final year, grade 10.
The school wishes to add 2 grades
to the present 10 so that they will achieve Higher Secondary School
status. Government policy requires this or they will be reduced to primary
school status meaning that older children would have to travel further to
complete their education.  Four of the original classrooms were in such
a dilapidated state that they had to be evacuated in bad weather and
have now been demolished.  It was essential for these to be rebuilt if the

Shree Buddha School

the old school
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school is to achieve the higher status.  The cost of building four new
classrooms is just over £12,000 at the current rate of exchange.  The
Rotary Club of Mounts Bay is committed to raising £9,000 of this and
building is in progress and, indeed nearly complete.  £7,000 has already
been raised and sent to the school, leaving just £2,000 to raise and
complete the project. This should enable the school to achieve Higher
Secondary status.

The new classrooms are being built using reinforced concrete strong
enough to withstand earthquakes and with a staircase to take a second
storey later when it can be afforded.  All materials are purchased locally
and the villagers share the workload free of charge during the
construction. They carry building materials, collect and split stones, do
foundation work, mixing cement and helping the craftsmen.

We are now having a final push to
complete the fundraising by the
end of June and, as part of this, we
are having a “Hotpot Evening” at
our home at Cliff Road, Mousehole
on the evening of Saturday, 9th

May. Tickets are £10 and include a
glass of wine and a prize draw and
we hope it will provide a pleasant
sociable evening and at the same
time raise a bit towards our target.

We have to limit numbers so early application is recommended!

Rod and Sue Varlow
Chy an Alsa, Cliff Road, Mousehole.
01736 731569
rod.varlow@gmail.com

PS. If you can’t come to the
Hotpot Evening, donations
are more than welcome!

rebuilding

new classroom inuse
though not finished
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Harry Sales.

Our guest interviewee this month is Harry Sales who is now well into
his nineties. Harry had a long career in the legal profession and ended
up as a barrister.
The person who influenced his life most in his early days was his
mother and one of the events that changed his life dramatically was the
death of his mother at an early age. He had an older sister and one of his
strong childhood memories was of her locking him in a cupboard as she
was afraid he would interfere when her boyfriend came visiting!

Harry is clearly a fit man and he ascribes his keeping going to his live
life to the full attitude. The book that he would take to the desert island
is John Hunt’s Ascent of Everest and aged 70 he climbed Mount Mera,
a 23,000 peak in the shadow of Everest.  If he could travel anywhere
without any restrictions it would be to return to Artic Greenland and to
visit the nine peaks he climbed there. He was in the mountaineering
team that were the first to reach the top of some of them and he still
proudly owns the skis he used on this expedition.

The happiest moment he will cherish for ever was meeting Patricia and
his most treasured possession is the piano Pat gave him for his 80th

birthday. But he is also honest enough to admit the temptation he wish
he could resist is…..Looking at girls other than his wife!! And on the
topic of honesty the piece of wisdom he would give to a child is to al-
ways tell the truth.

When it comes to culture he is very fond of music and his favourite
work is Beethoven's Ninth Symphony. The song he likes the most are
one of the Songs of the Auvergne.  The poem that touches his soul is
Keats “Ode to the Nightingale” which he recalls learning as a child. The
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person from history he most wants to meet his Nelson Mandela. And
when it comes to the film he would watch over and over again it is “The
Day of the Jackal” which is about the attempted assassination of Gener-
al de Gaulle. After that answer I shall be careful when I pass Harry on
the lane with his walking sticks!!

We asked if there was a misapprehension about himself he would like to
erase. In typical fashion he replied, ‘I am so obvious I don't think people
will have any misapprehensions about me.!’
Finally when asked, ‘How would you like to be remembered?’ He sim-
ply said with a twinkle in his eye, ‘As a man with a sense of humour.’

All who know him would certainly agree with that!!
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A small crowd had formed outside of our Church
Hall before we opened up at 7pm; an unusual
occurrence but understandable as our guest
speaker for the evening was acclaimed actress
Barbara Jefford OBE who is best known for her
theatrical performances with the Royal Shakespeare
Company, the Old Vic and the National Theatre.

Names of famous actors that Barbara had played opposite tripped off her tongue
as though she were reading a shopping list! John Gielgud, Richard Burton,
Charles Dance, Michael Redgrave, Peggy Ashcroft to name but a few of dozens
of performers spoken about during the talk

The Theatre was only a part of her acting career as it included both film and
television all of which took her and her actor husband John Turner all over the
world. A 9 month tour with Antony Quayle in New Zealand, performances in Fiji,
Ecuador, Paris and Russia (in the snow) are only a meagre sample of the places
named .

A wonderful trip down memory lane for Barbara and a brilliant little insight for us
all into an extraordinary and delightful career we could only imagine.

This all came about after the usual W I business which was quickly dispatched by
Vice President Liz Anderson (as President Chris Rowland was spending the
evening celebrating both her birthday and the birth of her and husband Lyn's first
grandchild).

Secretary Sue Snell listed the items of interest including the news that Dido Page
would be going to the Buckingham Palace garden party and Donna Rodda will be

attending the W I’s 100th Birthday meeting at the Royal Albert Hall in June.

A request from  Cornwall Hospice Care requested if we could arrange a Cake

Bake Day on May 6th. Members promised to support this event with both cakes
and their attendance at the Church Hall at 10am on the day.

Offers on the board include a visit to see the Air Ambulance at their base in
Newquay in June, lunch at Trevaskis which includes a farm walk, our usual film
of the month at the Longboat plus the chance to visit our own college at Denman
to complete a course which would be partially paid for by our own bursary.

A busy evening with several guests and for just the evening, the return of our
dear friend Marigold Halse. Lots of chatter during our social time which was
enjoyed all the more with the addition of freshly baked refreshments.

Anyone interested in joining us for the evening or even longer please ring Sue on

01736 363386 or just turn up at Paul Church Hall on the 2nd Thursday of any
month at 7.30pm.
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Village Theatre

At the final meeting of Village Theatre on 13th April, it was decided to make
donations to the following:

Penlee Lifeboat   £300
Air Ambulance   £300
CHIN    £300
3 Villages Youth Project  £300
Paul Christmas Lights  £300
East Window Appeal  £500

This left a working balance of roughly £300 for the new village project which is
to be formed in Paul.

So ends 18 years of Village Theatre.  I’ve enjoyed it – and I hope that you did.
Very best wishes to our new group.

Goff

Events over the last 18 years

18 Village Christmas

17 Treasure Hunts

Garden Parties

Boules

Pageant

Cheese and wine parties

Themed evenings

Film shows

Theatre visits to Truro

Coffee mornings

Raffles

Hot Pot suppers in the pub

Donations to church

Donations to charities

Visits to Shelterbox

Play readings

Queen’s Jubilee Party

Royal Baby Party

Czech Choir

Productions

One act plays:

 3 Last Tangos in…..

 Prelude (in church)

Three act plays:

 Letter from the general (in church)

 I’ll get my man

Feast Concerts

Shadwell, Adele and the pups

And, of course, the

3 Passion Plays
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An Obituary printed in the London Times
Absolutely Dead Brilliant!!

Today we mourn the passing of a beloved old friend, Common Sense, who
has been with us for many years. No one knows for sure how old he was,
since his birth records were long ago lost in bureaucratic red tape. He will
be remembered as having cultivated such valuable lessons as:

• Knowing when to come in out of the rain;
• Why the early bird gets the worm;
• Life isn't always fair;
• And maybe it was my fault.

Common Sense lived by simple, sound financial policies (don't spend more
than you can earn) and reliable strategies (adults, not children, are in
charge).

His health began to deteriorate rapidly when well-intentioned but overbear-
ing regulations were set in place. Reports of a 6-year-old boy charged with
sexual harassment for kissing a classmate; teens suspended from school
for using mouthwash after lunch; and a teacher fired for reprimanding an
unruly student, only worsened his condition.

Common Sense lost ground when parents attacked teachers for doing the
job that they themselves had failed to do in disciplining their unruly chil-
dren.

It declined even further when schools were required to get parental con-
sent to administer sun lotion or an aspirin to a student; but could not inform
parents when a student became pregnant and wanted to have an abortion.

Common Sense lost the will to live as the churches became businesses;
and criminals received better treatment than their victims.

Common Sense took a beating when you couldn't defend yourself from a
burglar in your own home and the burglar could sue you for assault.

Common Sense finally gave up the will to live, after a woman failed to real-
ize that a steaming cup of coffee was hot. She spilled a little in her lap, and
was promptly awarded a huge settlement.
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Common Sense was preceded in death,

• by his parents, Truth and Trust,
• by his wife, Discretion,
• by his daughter, Responsibility,
• and by his son, Reason.

He is survived by his 5 stepbrothers;

• I Know My Rights
• I Want It Now
• Someone Else Is To Blame
• I'm A Victim
• Pay me for Doing Nothing

Not many attended his funeral because so few realized he was gone.
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